Friday 9th October 2026

BE THE BEST YOU CAN BE

MALMESBURY

ATTENDANCEINEWSLETTERSS

Every Day and Every Minute Matters
Regular attendance is one of the most important factors in your child’s success
at school. Attendance is crucial for attainment, wellbeing and safeguarding.
MALMESBURY When children miss school, they miss vital learning time that’s diffficult to make up
P il - even a few minutes late to school each day adds up quickly. These missed
minutes often include crucial learning activities like morning phonics, key
e n instructions for the day or setting routines that help children feel ready to learn.
@1 =2 Beyond academic progress, regular attendance helps children build friendships,

AlTENDANCE MATTERS‘ develop social skills and feel part of our school community. Every day your child
e Uf‘ is here, on time, gives them the best possible chance to thrive.
7 ~ / DID YOU KNOW? A child who is 15 N
Aiming H igh minutes late each day, will have missed

a full 2 weeks of school in one year.
This year, we are encouraging all pupils to aim for an attendance of
96% or above whenever possible.

..being in school, on time, every day.
ready to learn. Lateness soon adds up.

Children who attend school regularly are more likely to:
Feel confident and settled in school
Build strong friendships

Make good progress in their learning
Develop positive routines and habits for the future
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@ Working Together e

Attendance is a partnership between home and school. By WHY IT MATTERS
working together, we can ensure every child has the best Children who attend school nearly
opportunity to thrive. every day in Year 6 are

If your child is finding it difficult to attend school, please don’t =
struggle alone. We are here to listen and support.

Please speak with: R /0 RINE
to reach the expected standard in

e Class Teacher s S

e Assistant Head Teachers reading, writing and maths
e Attendance Team (Lynn, Olivia and Shaheda) GOmpArediaR ipanry
® Admin Staff

@ TEL: 0208 980 4299 % ADMIN@MALMESBURY.TOWERHAMLETS.SCH.UK
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@ Monitoring Attendance

0 = : : g
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achieve better GCSE . is vital for your child's learning, wellbeing and future success. We want to work in

1 partnership with you to ensure your child attends school regularly.
results! de higher* : : e .
one gra We will send you half-termly letters updating to you on your child’s attendance banding.
ot 1695t O C T hcso ot wi show:

e Your child's current attendance percentage
¢ Which attendance band they're in
e What this means in terms of days/sessions missed

When your child moves up or down a band, we will notify you immediately

through Arbor.
. D What is Attendance Banding?

At Malmesbury. every pupil is placed into an attendance band each
week based on how often they attend school. Banding helps us:

« |dentify pupils who may need early support

« Work closely with families to remove barriers to attendance

« Celebrate and reward excellent attendance and improvement

When children consistently miss
out on essential foundational

learning, they are unprepared,
setting off a domino effect that

IT?:;S;E;STG gr(ier::(r:yoggg into School days wmwmm
Band | Attendance % |missed - Likely Im
secondary school. N ._.:f,.:"’ missed (cver 150 cay E
Scademic year)
For example: 1 95-100 Up to 9.5 days Upto 47 5 hours  |Strong progress, meets age-related expectations
Some gaps in leaming forming, working just below expectec
Missing phonics lessons in EYFS 2 90-94.99 10- 19 days 50-95hours |0 O g

leads fo difficulties in reacing | PR L E T
and spelling, which, in turn, evess of acheevement al nsk v suppo!

3 3 i % 808499 29 - 38 days 5 - 190 hours Greal concemn, significant gaps in leaming likely
hinder their writing skills and

; o y Severe concern, leaming senously disrupted
their ability o engage with

subjects like Science and 70.74.99 .57 days 0 - 285 hours High academic nisk, intensive support needed to fill gaps in

3 : knowledge and skills
History. This creo’r.es 0, cycle of 656999 5-66.5 days 287.5 - 332.5hours  Extreme concem, profound impact on achievement
struggle that begins in the

Very extreme concern, urgent action required
Early Years and confinues as

they fall further behind, g 555999 6.5-855days 3825 - 427.5 hours
making it especially difficult A\
for them to meet academic

expec’roTions. Below 50 Over 8 s Over 475 how's L n half of learming missed
immediate multi-agency action required

75-79.99 38.5 - 47 5 days 5 - 237 .5 hours

6064 99 67 - T6 days 335 - 380 hours

Crtical concern, students likely to be unable to meet basic
leaming objectives

50.54 99 16 - 95 da 30 - 475 hour: concern, sgnificant support required to fill
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Examples of Learning ¢
Below are two Tower Hamlets examples of Year 4 writing - one is from a child with excellent
attendance (band 1) and the other is from a child with poor attendance (band 5)
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This piece of writing was a 30 minute
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) We celebrate attendance in a variety of

( Last School Year I ways: &
l’ (2025/ 26) ¢ Individually:

Congratulations to everyone on © halt:termly certificates

coming to school each and every © St'cfers

day last year. On a whole, we did = f0d%tencanceimegsls

.\ really well and were above the _ e Class
A Tower Hamlets attendance o Weekly class certificates
average! ' o 100% weekly attendance activities
o half-termly class trophy
- Pt

Nursery
Malmesbury: 93.5%
Tower Hamlets: 88.1%

Ranking: 7/57

Reception
Malmesbury: 94.4%
) Tower Hamlets: 91.7%

Ranking: 9/63

Years1-6
Malmesbury: 95.1%
Tower Hamlets: 94.4
Ranking: 17/65




	Monitoring Attendance
	It is our legal duty to monitor your child's attendance and absences. Good attendance is vital for your child's learning, wellbeing and future success. We want to work in partnership with you to ensure your child attends school regularly.
	Your child's current attendance percentage
	Which attendance band they're in
	What this means in terms of days/sessions missed

	What is Attendance Banding?
	175 Non Term Days
	Plenty of time for holidays and non urgent appointments
	At Malmesbury, every pupil is placed into an attendance band each week based on how often they attend school. Banding helps us:
	Identify pupils who may need early support
	Work closely with families to remove barriers to attendance
	Celebrate and reward excellent attendance and improvement
	When children consistently miss out on essential foundational learning, they are unprepared, setting off a domino effect that impacts their education throughout primary and into secondary school.

	For example:
	Missing phonics lessons in EYFS leads to difficulties in reading and spelling, which, in turn, hinder their writing skills and their ability to engage with subjects like Science and History. This creates a cycle of struggle that begins in the Early Years and continues as they fall further behind, making it especially difficult for them to meet academic expectations.




